The Epidemiology of Prematurity Dwayne M Reed & Fiona J Stanley (ed) pp 370 £12 Bristol: John Wright 1977 Low birth weight is the major cause of perinatal mortality and is probably associated with much morbidity. With the extra effort now being made to help such small babies survive, it is important to look into the background of the subject. This volume is a well edited account of a symposium at the National Institute of Child Health, with individual chapters from the main contributors and discussions of their papers edited at the end of each section. It sets out the major known factors associated with low birth weight and examines some of the interrelations of the variables. All the usually considered factors are examined and reviewed in detail. Maternal age, parity and social class, education and previous nutrition are assessed. Weight gain in pregnancy, antenatal care and the effects of smoking and nuitrition in pregnancy are all considered. Many of the contributors one would expect to find are there. Bakketeig describes the Norwegian data on longitudinal survey studies of the population. This may well lead many workers who perform cross-sectional surveys to wonder whether they have been pursuing the right methods. Susser and Stein examine the effects of prenatal nutrition including the results of their interventional study where it was shown that food supplementation in pregnancy did not of necessity help those who had deprivation previously. Eva Alberman analysed the sociobiological factors related to low birth weight in Great Britain giving a very full analysis of the data from the 1958 and 1970 National Birth Studies in this country and examining the effect of smoking on the two surveys. The doyen of perinatal epidemiology, Sir Dougald Baird, contributes the first chapter and for this alone the book would be recommended. However, there is much else that commends this book to all who are working in the perinatal field from either the obstetric or paediatric point of view. It is a model of how symposia proceedings should"'be produced for it is well edited, clearly produced and inexpensive.
GEOFFREY CHAMBERLAIN
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The Hyperlipoprotelnaemias The problem with this book is that it falls between the alternative targets of comprehensiveness and that of providing a selective and critical review. Despite the size of the literature citation it is in places patchy and uneven. The comments on the publications are seldom profound and rarely if ever provide a unifying concept. The book is not illustrated. It is the tabloid level of criticism which this reviewer finds most unacceptable. Clinicians interested in hyperlipidaemia will be surprised to read that gemfibrozil is a major new drug, and that nicotinic acid has flushing as its only major side effect. On the positive side it is welcome to have in one volume a substantial number of the references to the literature in this rapidly expanding field. There is a 50-page illustrated section on primary genetic disorders.
It is unfortunate, in such an otherwise excellent book, that there are so many weaknesses in paediatric matters. The section on aetiology, especially in prenatal factors, is inadequate. The section on diagnosis, strangely tucked away in a chapter on stimulation of the severely handicapped child, is poor. Differential diagnosis is barely mentioned. There is hardly anything on life expectancy, so important for medicolegal reasons. Virtually nothing is said about the retarding side effects of drugs. There are many errors of facts: kernicterus is not synonymous with rhesus incompatibility; 'postvaccinial encephalomyelitis' (sic) following pertussis immunization is not characterized by symptoms commencing I to 2 weeks after the injection; acute pyogenic meningitis in infants and children is not merely due to the meningococcus, streptococcus or pneumococcus. The index is poor.
Much of the book is excellent: but it needs extensive paediatric revision. It deserves a place in the hospital library because it has so much information not readily available elsewhere.
RONALD ILLINGWORTII
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Immunoassays in the Clinical Laboratory It is divided into sections related to non-labelled immunoassays for proteins, enzyme-labelled immunoassays, fluorescence techniques and some special applications of such assays. The editors state that the book should be of value to clinical laboratory technologists, pathologists, biochemists, immunologists and microbiologists, but it is doubtful if any book could be of general interest to such a diversity of readers, especially long after the conference.
In general the calibre of the chapters follows the expected Gaussian distribution of quality for nonrefereed papers. Nonetheless, there are a few excellent articles including those by Eva Engvell and E Ruoslahti on enzymoimmunoassay, and by F V Chiseri on immunofluorescent analysis of the hepatitis-associated antigens. One author wisely limited his contribution to a list of previous reviews of his subject. This practice might well be followed by others who contribute to such conference proceedings.
LANDON
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Leukemia and Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma Cancer Congress held at Buenos Aires in 1978. It is one of 12 similar volumes. To save time and reduce editing costs the authors' typescripts have been reproduced as they were submitted. The nine papers on acute leukaemia cover epidemiology, pathogenesis, the use of cell surface markers in diagnosis, and several aspects of treatment including the use of newer drugs, immunotherapy and bone-marrow transplantation. The sections on non-Hodgkin lymphoma cover similar ground as well as contributions on the search for significant prognostic factors, staging procedures, and classification, with several papers on the Kiel classification. Four papers are devoted to ongoing clinical trials and to different aspects of treatment.
The quality of the papers is variable, and some of the work presented is ephemeral in character. Nevertheless, workers in the field will find much of interest and it is helpful to have the proceedings of the conference available for reference. The volume cannot be recommended to the general haematologist, pathologist or clinician hoping for a representative survey of the present state of knowledge ofleukaemia and lymphoma. Much of the volume seems to be either justifications and detailed projections of the genetic services, or rather poor surveys of public attitudes to screening. After a complicated cost-benefit analysis, Ernest Hook concludes that society could subsidize cytogenetic prenatal diagnosis for pregnant women over 30 without incurring economic loss. The first section concludes with a useful paper by Marie Louise Lubs on carrier screening in haemophilia and Duchenne muscular dystrophy. There is a section of 5 papers on attitudes towards genetic counselling, and yet elsewhere in a 20-page paper by Marion Revas on record keeping (full of diagrams of filing cabinets) the word confidentiality is never mentioned. In the section on education, only Barton Childs' broad view on how to proceed stands out. It is worrying that so much time. money and effort has been spent with so little to show for it: a great disappointment, for the editors and their earlier symposia proceedings have a good reputation.
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